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ACADEMIC CONSIDERATIONS 
☐ ACA proudly converted to a three-tiered remote instructional system in order to quickly meet the 

educational needs of our community as an emergency response to support instruction at home.  In an 
ongoing state-wide response, ACA is now pleased to provide two opportunities to participate in the 
full curriculum of ACA.  Parents may choose and must register their student for (1) asynchronous 
remote instruction or (2) regular on-campus school attendance.  Parents have rights when it comes to 
this decision for their student. TEA is creating a parent information booklet which will be provided 
once it is available. (Link to be inserted here). 

☐ (1) Asynchronous remote instruction: defined as a curricular experience where students 
engage in the learning materials on their own time, interacting intermittently with the teacher via the 
computer, other electronic device, or telephone.  All required curriculum must be met. All grades (k-
8) are eligible.  Grading policies will mirror that of regular school attendance.  Final requirements for 
asynchronous learning were recently provided by TEA and a final comprehensive plan for 
asynchronous learning will be posted online once submitted. Asynchronous does not mean there will 
be no ‘live’ contact between students and teachers. Some of the details will vary by grade level and 
student need. Rest assured that if parents choose asynchronous learning, ACA commits to provide: 
• Live contact or synchronous learning based on learning schedule for the appropriate grade level 
• Predictable, sufficient teacher interaction to support the learning schedule for the appropriate 

grade level 
• A predictable, clearly defined expectations for teacher availability that is sufficient for student 

progress 
• Clear means to engage with academic material on a daily basis. 
• All special services (student IEPs and plans) will be followed regardless of learning environment 

such that students receive a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). 
• Student progress monitoring will be planned in advance, defined by day, and tie to the overall 

course coverage in the course.  These systems will provide measurements of academic progress 
feedback that will be provided from the instructor at least weekly. 

• Student academic work will ensure daily engagement that is equivalent to direct content work 
that a student would be engaged in over a normal school year.  TEA defines this as 

o K through 5th grade – 180 instructional minutes 
o 6th through 12th grade – 240 instructional minutes 

 
Technology devices for asynchronous students will be available and non-tech options will also be 
made available based on the needs of the family.  We recommend one device per student for 
asynchronous learning. Students will be marked “in attendance” or “present” for each day they 
“engaged” in the remote learning program.  The 90% compulsory rule applies. Engaged is defined as 
any of these three: 
• Progress (as defined in the approved learning plan) in the Learning Management System (LMS) 

made that day 
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• Progress (as defined in the approved learning plan) from teacher/student interactions made that 
day 

• Turn-in of assignment(s) that day 
The “Learning Management System” for ACA will be Google Classroom. However, due to specific 
needs of certain groups of students, other programs may be designated as the Learning Management 
System as described in parent communications sent from the teachers. For example, SeeSaw will be 
utilized by grades K-2 and will count as a Learning Management System component.  Band will 
utilize another program specific to music. 

☐ (2) Regular on-campus school attendance: Students may return to campus according to 
the policies and expectations contained in this document.  Students will have the full ACA curricular 
experience with exceptions only made for those outlined within this document or otherwise made to 
accommodate for the COVID-19 health crisis. Attendance is earned by being present at the appointed 
attendance time each day on campus. 

☐ Generally speaking, parents will not be able to change their selection until the nine-week grading 
period unless one of these exceptions apply: 
• A student needs to self-quarantine or is ordered to quarantine and therefore must move from on-

campus to remote instruction. 
• Campus administration feels the changes is in the best interest of the student’s health or education 

☐ Under either option, ACA must ensure that we: 

• Take daily attendance (the 90% compulsory attendance rules apply) 
• Meet the 75,600 minutes per year 
• Address the required curriculum according to TEC 28.002 
• Provide school grading policies for remote students that are consistent with those used before 

COVID for on-campus assignments. 
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